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( Broadbent ) :- “ A symbol is a sign which refers to the object that it denotes by virtue of a

law , usually any association of general idea , which operates to cause that symbol to be
interpreted as referring to that object ““ ( Broadbent 1980 : p 315)
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An index has a causal and/or sequential relationship to its signified. A key to understanding "

indices (or indexes) is the verb "indicate", of which "index" is a substantive. Indices are
directly perceivable events that can act as a reference to events that are not directly
perceivable, or in other words they are something visible that indicates something out of

"sight
( _ HYPERLINK "http://www.cedarseed.com/air/semiotics.html"
_http://www.cedarseed.com/air/semiotics.html_ )
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“An index is a sign, or representation which refers to its object not so much because of any
similarity of, or analogy with it, nor because it is associated with general characters which
that object happens to possess, and because it is in dynamical (including spatial) connection,
both with the individual object on the one hand and with the senses or memory of the person
for whom it acts as a sign ““ (Broadbent 1980: p 315).
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( Broadbent ) :- “ An icon is a sign which refers to the object that it denotes by virtue of
certain characters of its own and which it possesses just the same , whether any such object
actually exists or not “ ( Broadbent 1980 : p 314 ).

" An icon looks like its signified. We are all familiar with computer icons, that helped

popularize the word, as well as with the pictographs such as are used on "pedestrian crossing"
signs. There is no real connection between an object and an icon of it other than the likeness,

so the mind is required to see the similarity and associate the two itself "(_ HYPERLINK

"http://www.cedarseed.com/air/semiotics.html" _http://www.cedarseed.com/air/semiotics.html ) )
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Metaphor Semantic in Architecture

Haider Jasim Essa , Assistant Lecturer
Auday Abbas Abood , Assistant Lecturer
University of Technology / Department of Architecture

ABSTRACT:- Architecture is the text that displays to receiver and architect, equally. The
former (Receiver) try to translate that it while the latter (Architect) try to put the text in
explainable form, in accordance to numbers of indicators that have semantic charecters.So
architect have to put an indicators signs inside the architectural act. The important factor for
study the architectural phenomena is that; how the architectural phenomena participate; itself
or with its context, in the symbolic system of community that read and produces of its
symbolic system. Architecture is made by human that rediscover through all time and place,
and their studied variably depended on the reader, on what semantic have from indicators can
interpreted by community even these architecture delivered at or prior to community who
read it. The study of semantic and its pictures in architectural act give a database for
understanding the architecture and which indicator should use for architecture maker. The
research has shown four terms from semantic:

- Symbol

- Sign.

- Index.

- Icon.
Using of these semantic forms depends on architect vision, design environment, function of
design and what’s position in urban context and society.
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